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AP Environmental Science 

 

Summer Assignment  
Welcome to APES!  I am very excited to meet and work with each of you and get to know you over 

the coming year.  Students who enroll in APES should be ready and willing to devote sufficient time, 

focus, and energy to assignments both in and out of class including extensive notes, preparing for 

frequent exams and quizzes, participating in class activities and labs, writing reports, project making, 

giving oral presentations, at-home reading, and participating in class discussions.  Students who are 

not able to devote sufficient time, focus, and energy to this course should not take the course.   

 

These are the expectations: 

1.  This is a college level course therefore I expect college level work habits from my students. 

2. Your main goal should be to take and pass the AP exam on Monday May 11, 2019.  If you do 

not have the desire to pass the AP exam in May, and hence earn college credit, you should 
look at other course options.  All AP students will take the end of course AP exam, and you are 

required to pay for the test prior to the exam date.  The exam fee is usually between $90 and 

$100. 

3. All notes, homework, lab reports etc. must be handwritten.  I will not accept assignments that 

are typed, word processed, scanned, etc.  The work must be in your own hand, legible, 

organized, and it should clearly be your own work. 

4. In order to be successful in this course, it is important that you have access to the internet.  Our 

textbooks are actually e-books, which you will be able to access online on a computer or 

through an app on your phone or tablet.   

 

AP Environmental Science (APES) is an immense field of study.  Not only is it a science in the 

traditional sense, it is complicated by societies, opinions, governments, beliefs, economics, laws, and 

ethics.  If you want to succeed in APES, you’ll need to constantly embrace this interdisciplinary 

perspective.  The major topics of the class include: 

 Energy Systems and Resources – atmosphere, soil, groundwater, geology 

 The Living World – ecosystems and biogeochemical cycles 

 Populations – demographics, dynamics, and growth 

 Land and Water Use – agriculture, forestry, mining, fishing, and global economics 

 Energy Resources and Consumption – fossil fuels, nuclear energy, conservation, and 

consumption 

 Pollution – types of pollution and their impacts, waste disposal 

 Global Change – global warming, loss of biodiversity 

 

The following will describe the assignments that you will be expected to complete over the summer 

before the fall semester begins.  The objective of these summer assignments is to get you thinking 

environmentally.  Please note that these assignments are all due on the first day of class with no 

exceptions.  If you have any questions, please contact me via email at jreynolds@tcss.net.  I hope 

you have an enjoyable, exciting, and educational (maybe just a little bit) summer!   

          

         Thank you, 

 

 

Mrs. Jennifer Reynolds 

         Brookwood High School, Room 238 

         AP Environmental Science Teacher 

         Green Team Sponsor 

mailto:jreynolds@tcss.net
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Part I: SIGN UP! 

Complete the student information sheet, sign up to receive our class Remind messages, and join our 

Google Classroom.  I want to know who you are, what your interests are, and why you are taking 

APES!  Remind is a text messaging and email system for students and parents that I will use to 

communicate class announcements and reminders regarding assignments. With Remind, all personal 

information remains completely confidential. Visit remind.com to learn more.  To sign up, text 

@apes2020 to 81010.  I will send out my first Remind message regarding summer homework on the last 

day of school so sign up as soon as possible.  You need to join the Google Classroom by signing in to 

Classroom at classroom.google.com.  On the homepage, click “Add Join Class.”  Enter the code  

lxfba4, and click “Join.” 

 

Part II: READ 

During the summer you will read one novel with an environmental theme.  Each person will be 

assigned a specific novel.   It will be your responsibility to find and purchase your assigned novel.  You 

can find really cheap (sometimes less than $1) used books on www.amazon.com , 

www.thriftbooks.com, and 2nd and Charles (a used bookstore in Hoover).  I have a few copies of 

some of the books, so check with me if you would like to borrow one of mine.   

 

 BOOK ASSIGNMENTS:  
 Last Names A – Ca:  A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park 

 Last Names Co – D:  The Botany of Desire by Michael Pollan 

 Last Names E – F:  The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba 

 Last Names G – Hal:  Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser 

 Last Names Ham – J:  Gaining Ground by Forrest Pritchard 

 Last Names K – L:  Ishmael by Daniel Quinn 

 Last Names Ma – Mcg:  Never Cry Wolf by Farley Mowat 

 Last Names Mck – Min:  Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan 

 Last Names Mit – Par:  Plastic:  A Toxic Love Story by Susan Freinkel 

 Last Names Pat – R:  Silent Spring by Rachel Carson 

 Last Names S – T:  Sixth Extinction by Elizabeth Kolbert 

 Last Names W:  The Last Child in the Woods by Richard Louv 

  

You will complete ten handwritten journal entries for your book.  Each journal entry should be at least 

½ - ¾ of a page.  Each journal entry needs to be labeled with which chapter(s) you are referring to in 

the journal.  You will also create three discussion questions for your novel; write these on a separate 

sheet, and include the questions only.  Staple all of your handwritten journal entries and your list of 

three discussion questions together to turn in on the first day of school.  When journaling, you can use 

these prompts/suggestions: 

 

a. Short summaries to keep the plot line straight 

b. Personal reactions to specific events, characters 

c. Projections about future events 

d. Connections to your own life or the “real world” 

e. Questions for clarification 

In addition to journal writing, students will make one project based on your assigned novel.  Your 

book project is due on the first day of class.  Here is a list of project options you can choose from: 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.thriftbooks.com/
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BOOK PROJECT OPTIONS:  
 

- Write a poem or song that explains the book or what you loved about it. 

- Make a time line of the events in your book. Draw pictures for major events. 

- Plan a party based on the book: invitations, food, games, decorations, and even 

music choices. 

- Make a diorama (think science fair project/tri-fold) describing the book and its time 

line. 

- Create a shoe box diagram about your book. 

- Nominate one of the characters for President. Design campaign billboards, and a 

catchphrase/slogan. 

- Put on a puppet show! Create puppets of the characters from the book, and write 

and act out a play with them. 

- Create a scrapbook about the book. 

- Gather items described in the book and put them in a shadow box. 

- Create a commercial about your book. 

- Create a movie poster advertising the book.  

- Design a comic version of the book. 

- Pretend you are a TV reporter, and give a live news report of a scene from the book. 
 

Part IV: WATCH 

Choose an environmental documentary to watch and review.  You can find environmental 

documentaries on youtube, Netflix, Amazon Prime, even regular cable.  You will create a 3-5 video of 

yourself giving a review of the film.  Use FlipGrid to upload your video.  To access FlipGrid, go to 

https://flipgrid.com/apes2020.  To upload your video, click on the topic “Documentary Review” or go 

directly to this link https://flipgrid.com/34a31f7e.  Be sure to include the following information in your 

review:   

 MOVIE REVIEW 

- What documentary did you watch?  What year did it come out? 

- Give a summary of the film. 

- What are your thoughts and reaction to the film? 

- What tactics did the producer use to get the message across to the viewer? 

- What questions do you have about the video or topic discussed?  What did the film leave you 

curious about? 

- Would you recommend this film to others?  Why? 

- Give the film a rating of 1-5 stars, 1 is the worst movie you’ve ever seen and 5 is everybody 

needs to watch it!   

 

Part V: ADVENTURE 
My favorite assignment  HAVE FUN this summer, and be sure to spend some of your time enjoying 

the beautiful outdoors!  For this assignment, you need to post at least one picture of yourself from one 

of your outdoor summer adventures, along with a paragraph description of your adventure, and post 

it to the assignment on Google Classroom.  Also, get excited for many more adventures to come 

during the school year.  We live in a beautiful state full of incredible biodiversity that we are going to 

get out there and explore!  

 

 

https://flipgrid.com/apes2020
https://flipgrid.com/34a31f7e
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Student Information Sheet 
 

Student Name: (First and Last) ____________________________________________________________________ 

What do you prefer to be called? ___________________________________________ 

Birthdate: ________________________  Email: _______________________________________________ 

How do you get to school? _______________________________________________________________________ 

What is the Primary Language at home? ________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Information 

Parent / Guardian Name: ________________________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________________________________ 

Cell Number _______________________________ 

 

Technology 

Do you have a computer at home? Yes No 

Do you have internet access?  Yes  No 

Can you print at home?    Yes  No 

 

Learning Styles 

I learn best when: 

 

 

I find it difficult to learn when: 

 

 

My special interests are: 

 

 

My goals for this year are: 

 

 

Other facts about me that people might not know: 
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Sports/extra- curricular activities (clubs, Band, job, etc.)? 

 

 

Please list your schedule below: 

Period / Subject / Teacher  

1 _________________________________________________________________ 

2 _________________________________________________________________ 

3 _________________________________________________________________ 

4 _________________________________________________________________ 

5 _________________________________________________________________ 

6 _________________________________________________________________ 

7 _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Student/Parent Interaction Log 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


